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HELP! HELP! SOS! HELP! 

There is activity trying to resurrect the club’s newsletter. The reason for that is I quit editing it 
because of the negative comments about my firehose approach and the lack of others supply-
ing alternative articles. As they say “you can please some of the time, but not all the people all 
the time”. My intention was to reduce the hundreds of broadcast I get from the experts each 
month down to a reasonable list where I would list only the article title and provide a link to 
the actual original so you could see the real content on the web by the original author without 
my editing or having too scroll through pages and pages of things that were not of your inter-
est.  Because RASCALs made what I call a great decision the address every type of personal 
technology device, not just IBM/Microsoft, I tried to break the entries down to categories that 
represented the various hardware vendors (Android, Apple & IBM compatible) and operating 
system types (Android, Apple, Microsoft). The categories also had product reviews, games, 
hints & tips, update info, plus others. Not knowing each members interest or level of under-
standing was why I listed such a wide variety of articles. This allowed the readers to choose 
what seemed interesting to them and ignore the others. 
Now the reason for the call for help. We want to do this newsletter only if it is of interest to 
you, so we want you to help supply the content. The article content can be of a variety of sub-
jects about computers, phones, tablets, software or even something about the club or member. 
The only requirement is that the information be supplied in Word format so it can be edited to 
fit into the newsletter format software which is Publisher. 
Some ideas to think about are; do you have a neat way of doing something, have you found a 
nifty utility or program that is not well known, do you have a favorite game or craft program, 
have you found a free alternative to a program, have you had verifiable problems with a certain 
program, do you want to start a new SIG (special interest group) that focuses on a particular 
program or activity…? The sky is the limit.  
The main purpose of the club is to educate and the more we know what your needs are the 
better we can address those needs by sharing member information and knowledge with other 
members and the newsletter will allow us to do so in a wide reaching and informal format. 
So put your thinking caps on and get ready to give us some interesting content for future news-
letters. Send your articles to rascaleditor@gmail.com. Your fellow members will appreciate it. 

http://www.rascal.cc/
mailto:rascaleditor@gmail.com
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RASCAL’s 2017 Leaders 

By the time you read this will we have transferred of our leadership to the new group of leaders shown above. I 
hope you will offer your support to them and make 2017 another great year for our unique club for seniors. There is 
some new blood and therefore new ideas and some of the previous members to provide continuity. Even some of 
the new ones have been there before and bring with them more experience. We still need an education coordinator 
to do a little bit of leadership and be the board interface. 

On the first day, God created the dog and said, "Sit all day by the door of your house and bark at anyone who 
comes in or walks past. For this, I will give you a life span of twenty years." 

The dog said, "That's a long time to be barking. How about only ten years and I'll give you back the other ten?" 

So God agreed...... 
On the second day, God created the monkey and said, "Entertain people, do tricks, and make them laugh. For 

this, I'll give you a twenty-year life span."  

The monkey said, "Monkey tricks for twenty years? That's a pretty long time to perform. How about I give you 
back ten like the dog did?" 

And God agreed...... 

On the third day, God created the cow and said, "You must go into the field with the farmer all day long and 
suffer under the sun, have calves and give milk to support the farmer's family. For this, I will give you a life 

span of sixty years." 

The cow said, "That's kind of a tough life you want me to live for sixty years. How about twenty and I'll give 
back the other forty?" 

And God agreed again......  
On the fourth day, God created humans and said, "Eat, sleep, play, marry and enjoy your life. For this, I'll give 

you twenty years." 

But the human said, "Only twenty years? Could you possibly give me my twenty, the forty the cow gave back, 
the ten the monkey gave back, and the ten the dog gave back; that makes eighty, okay?" 

"Okay," said God. "You asked for it." 

So that is why for our first twenty years, we eat, sleep, play and enjoy ourselves. For the next forty years, we 
slave in the sun to support our family.. For the next ten years, we do monkey tricks to entertain the grandchil-

dren. And for the last ten years, we sit on the front porch and bark at everyone. 

Life has now been explained to you. 
There is no need to thank me for this valuable information. I'm doing it as a public service. If you are looking for 

me I will be on the front porch.  
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Do you like the OLD GAMES - FreeCell, Solitare, Hearts…. 

Don’t like the new games that come with Windows 10. Too much extra motion, noise, wasted time? There 
is a site that lets you download the old versions from Win 7 (like Vista version). This will give you a 
bunch of games in addition to those above that are both local and web based. Go to the web site below and 
scroll down and you will see the link that will start the download. It will create a folder in your Download 
folder that starts with “Win7Games4Win10….”. Click on that folder and then click on the file that starts 
with “Windows 7 Games for….”.  It will then start the installation process. You will need to pin them to 
the start menu or create an icon on your desktop to make it easier start them. To do this,  

1. RIGHT click on one of the programs that shows up in the “Recently added” list  

2. Click on “More” 

3. Click on “Open file location” (this should go to the folder that has all of them listed in it) 

4. RIGHT click on a program name you want  

5. Click on “Pin to Start” 

6. Repeat 4 & 5 for each program you want to play (or everyone of them in the list for later) 

This is also how you can also create a desktop icon (shortcut) for any program , not just these games, by 
using the “Send to” option. Since I play some of these games frequently, I put a few of them on my desk-
top for easy access. 

 

http://winaero.com/blog/get-windows-7-games-for-windows-10/ 

WARNING - VISTA SUPPORT STOPS APRIL 11, 2017 

http://winaero.com/blog/get-windows-7-games-for-windows-10/
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While I was in the hospital a few weeks back for a small temporary stroke, the nurses saw my type A 
personality was causing me to climb the walls because I will not watch the junk on daytime TV so they 
gave me puzzles and several word find pages to do. I thought you would enjoy this one. These words 
should be familiar to you so go for it. The words can be left to right or reversed and also up or down. 

To print only this page, select only page 4 during the print process. 
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New Apple Support application for IPHONE, IPAD, IPOD TOUCH 
 
On December 14, 2016, Apple launched a new application “Apple Sup-
port” that was designed for the IPHONE, IPAD or IPOD TOUCH user. 
 
This application is a personalized guide to the best options from Apple.  
Find answers with articles tailored to your device or devices.  Call, chat, 
email with an Apple expert immediately, or schedule a callback when 
it’s convenient.  Get a repair at an Apple Store or service provider. 
 
Any question, any search, this application will be useful for the unskilled 
apple user as well as the well trained customer. 
 
Battery, power & charging, issues with password, setting up your I device, internet issues, applica-
tion questions, which accessories to buy are covered.   Also how to handle damage to your devic-
es.  Many people don’t know where to look and find where their serial numbers are located.  This 
application also lets you know if your device is still under warrantee. 
 
No longer will the Apple person require a long process of finding a technical expert.  This applica-
tion will get you what you need, when you need it as quickly as you can open and sign n to your 
new Apple Support App.  AND IT’’S FREE!!! 

How to Disable Most of Windows 10’s Built-in Advertising 
Windows 10 has a lot of built-in advertising. You can, however, disable a lot of it. 

The following hints and tips were compiled from howtogeek.com. Instructions have been tested   -   M. 
States 

Disable Lock Screen Ads 

Windows 10 now displays ads on the lock screen via Windows Spotlight. Sometimes, Windows Spotlight 
will just show off cool wallpapers, but it’ll also sneak in advertisements for games like Rise of the Tomb 
Raider and Quantum Break in the Windows Store. 

To get rid of these lock screen ads, head to Settings > Personalization > Lock Screen and set the back-
ground to “Picture” or “Slideshow” instead of Windows Spotlight. 

You’ll probably also want to disable the “Get fun facts, tips, and more from Windows and Cortana on your 
lock screen” option here, too. 

 

http://www.howtogeek.com/243263/how-to-disable-ads-on-your-windows-10-lock-screen/


6 

6  

 

Stop Suggested Apps From Appearing in the Start Menu 

Windows 10 will occasionally show “suggested apps” in your Start menu. Suggested apps aren’t necessarily free, 
and we’ve seen Microsoft use this feature to advertise $60 PC games from the Windows Store (which, by the 
way, you shouldn’t buy). But mainly, they just take up valuable space in your Start menu. 

To stop suggested apps from appearing in the Start menu, head to Settings > Personalization > Start and set the 
“Occasionally show suggestions in Start” setting to “Off”. 

.  
 
 

Get Rid of Nagging Tips 

Windows 10 also has helpful “tips” that often serve to push Microsoft apps and services. Tips have included rec-
ommendations to use Microsoft Edge for better battery life, and an encouragement to use Microsoft Edge so you 
can earn Microsoft rewards points. 

If you’d like to just use your own preferred applications without Microsoft nagging you, you’ll need to disable these 
tips. To do so, head to Settings > System > Notifications & Actions and disable the “Get tips, tricks, and sugges-
tions as you use Windows” option. 

 

Stop Cortana From Bouncing on the Taskbar 

Cortana doesn’t just sit on your taskbar and wait for you to start talking to it. Cortana will regularly bounce in place, 

http://www.howtogeek.com/243012/why-you-shouldnt-buy-rise-of-the-tomb-raider-and-other-pc-games-from-the-windows-store/
http://www.howtogeek.com/259946/how-to-get-rid-of-suggested-apps-in-windows-10/


7 

7  

 

encouraging you to try using it. 

If you don’t want Cortana nagging you, click the Cortana search bar, click the Settings icon, scroll down, and disable 
the “Taskbar Tidbits” option. From then on, Cortana will sit quietly until you want to use it. 

If you don’t want Cortana running at all, you can choose to disable Cortana with a registry or group policy setting. 
Microsoft removed the old, easy toggle that lets you disable Cortana with the Anniversary Update, but the registry 
and group policy tricks still work. 

 

Banish “Get Office” Notifications 

Windows 10 includes a “Get Office” application that sits there, providing notifications suggesting you download Office 
365 and enjoy a month-long free trial. 

To stop those Get Office notifications, head to Settings > System > Notifications & Actions, scroll down, and set noti-
fications for the “Get Office” app to “Off”. You can also simply find the Get Office app in your Start menu, right-click it, 
and select “Uninstall”. However, it may come back when you update Windows 10 in the future. 

 

Uninstall Candy Crush Saga and Other Automatically Installed Apps 

Windows 10 “automatically downloads” apps like Candy Crush Soda Saga, Flipboard, Twitter, and Minecraft: Win-
dows 10 Edition when you sign in for the first time. PC manufacturers can also add their own apps and live tiles that 
appear installed by default. 

These apps are installed as part of the “Microsoft Consumer Experience”. There was a group policy setting to disable 

http://www.howtogeek.com/265027/how-to-disable-cortana-in-windows-10/
http://www.howtogeek.com/136343/whats-the-difference-between-office-365-and-office-2013/
http://www.howtogeek.com/136343/whats-the-difference-between-office-365-and-office-2013/
http://www.howtogeek.com/226321/how-to-disable-the-%E2%80%9Cget-office%E2%80%9D-notifications-on-windows-10/
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this, but it was removed from consumer versions of Windows 10 in the Anniversary Update. Only Windows 10 Enter-
prise users–not even Windows 10 Professional users–can turn this off. 

You can remove these apps and tiles, however. To do so, just open your Start menu, locate any apps you don’t 
want to use, right-click them, and select “Uninstall.” Apps like Candy Crush Soda Saga and FarmVille 2: Country 
Escape will appear as tiles by default, but you can also find them under the all apps list. 

Some apps are simply given a tile but aren’t yet downloaded. To remove these tiles, just right-click the tile and select 
“Unpin from Start.” You won’t see an “Uninstall” option because the tiles are just links that take you to the Windows 
Store where you can download the app. 

 

Disable Live Tiles and Unpin Windows Apps 

While you can remove the apps that are installed as part of the Microsoft Consumer Experience program, Windows 
10 also includes quite a few apps you can’t uninstall that advertise to you. For example, the Store and Xbox tiles 
often make use of the “live tile” feature to advertise apps and games Microsoft wants you to download. 

To disable live tiles that advertise to you, right-click a tile and select More > Turn live tile off. You can also just right-
click a tile and select “Unpin from Start” to get rid of the tile entirely. You can even choose to unpin all the tiles and 
only use the All Apps list to launch apps, if you like. 

 

Avoid the Built-in Solitaire Game 

Stay away from the “Microsoft Solitaire Collection” game preinstalled on Windows 10. This app doesn’t just have 
advertising–it has video ads that are 30 seconds long. You can avoid the advertising by paying $10 a year. Mi-
crosoft’s Minesweeper game isn’t installed by default, but it too has its own $10 a year subscription fee. Those are 
steep prices for games that used to be free. 

http://www.howtogeek.com/197586/how-to-make-the-windows-10-start-menu-look-more-like-windows-7/
http://www.howtogeek.com/225128/you-dont-have-to-pay-20-a-year-for-solitaire-and-minesweeper-on-windows-10/
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Play another free Solitaire game instead. Google now offers a solitaire game–just search for “solitaire” and you can 
play ad-free solitaire in Google’s search results. 

 

We’ve also put up our own completely free Solitaire and Minesweeper games on URLs that anybody can access in a 
desktop browser. We didn’t put any ads in these games, so you can play ad-free: 

Expect to see Microsoft add more advertising to Windows 10 in future major updates. Windows 10’s Anniversary 
Update turned more of the default tiles on the Start menu into “sponsored tiles”, for example. 

Copyright © 2006-2016 How-To Geek, LLC  All Rights Reserved 

WINDOWS 10: Turning off Login 

TIRED OF SIGNING IN EVERY TIME YOU START YOUR COMPUTER?   – M. States 

So you are tired of signing in every time you start your computer. Yes, it can be annoying especially when 
the computer is a desktop that never moves. Since Windows 7 was introduced Microsoft has placed an 
emphasis on computer security. With the introduction of Windows 10 Microsoft upped its security strate-
gy by forcing users to setup security and user account profiles. What most users don’t know is Startup 
Login can be turned off. Note: While Startup Login can be disabled other user security and account fea-
tures remain active and may require password for access. Make sure to write down passwords and/or PIN 
numbers, storing them in a safe place. 

Instructions for turning off Startup Sign-In: 

Click Start Menu button 
Click Settings icon on left menu list. 
Click Accounts 
Click Sign-In Options on left menu list. 
Under Require sign-in click the box and then click Never to highlight. 
You are done. 
Close Settings window. 
Restart computer to check. 

Special Note: The above is not recommended for  use with laptops or  notebooks used for  travel. It is 
intended for Desktop computers used at home. Also please note, if you have visitors [relatives, grandchil-
dren, etc.] the system will be accessible to anyone. Choose this option carefully. 

Editor: If you don’t want to give up security completely, try using a 4 digit Pin instead of a password. I do 
on all three of my computers and it takes only a seconds or so and my PCs are still secure. You still need 
an active password but you can use the pin instead. To add a Pin - open the “Settings” app, and click/tap 
on the “Accounts” icon. Click/tap on “Sign-in options” on the left side, and click/tap on the “Add” button 
under “PIN” on the right side. Make the Pin something you can easily remember and you are still safe’ 

http://www.howtogeek.com/248177/whats-new-in-windows-10s-anniversary-update/
http://www.howtogeek.com/248177/whats-new-in-windows-10s-anniversary-update/
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How To Customize Windows 10's Start Menu 
By Nick Mediati / PCWorld | Aug 8, 2015 6:00 AM PT  
Windows 10’s Start menu is a melding of two worlds. Microsoft is attempting to bring the best of the clas-
sic Start menu together with the best of the Windows 8 Start screen. But you do have some control of what 
appears in the new Start menu. Note: Unfortunately, with Windows 10, you can’t rearrange the items in the 
Start menu’s left-hand column as you can with the live tiles. Windows 10 uses this space to automatically 
show the apps you use the most.  

Add, rearrange, and resize live tiles 

Windows 10 comes with a default set of live tiles in the Start menu—those large icons that populate the 
right-hand side of the Start menu—such as the Weather, Calendar, Mail, and Photos apps, as well as the 
Edge browser. But you can add just about any app to the live tiles pane. Open the Start menu, then click All 
apps. Find the app you want to pin to the Start menu; right-click it, then select Pin to Start. That app’s icon 
will now appear at the bottom of the live tiles pane.  

 Fig 1: An assor tment of live tile sizes. 

If you want to remove a live tile from the Start menu, simply right-click the icon in question, then select 
Unpin from Start. The right-click menu also lets you resize live tiles: Mouse over the Resize menu item, 
then select the size you want. You can choose between four different sizes: Small (a tiny version of the live 
tile), Medium (The default size for most live tiles) Wide (twice as wide as a Medium live tile), and Large 
(twice as tall as the Wide size).  

Once you pin the apps you want, simply drag and drop live tiles around the Start menu until you find the 
arrangement you like.  

 Fig 2: Right-click live tiles to get at more options. 

Not every app takes full advantage of live tiles, so you won’t necessarily get at-a-glance information from 
every icon in the live tiles pane, but at the very least, it’ll provide quick access to the apps you use the 

http://www.pcworld.com/author/Nick-Mediati/
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most. If an app’s live tile updates are getting in your way, you can always turn off that app’s live tile by 
right-clicking it and selecting Turn live tile off.  

Group your live tiles 

You can also group your live tiles as you please. You can create a group for games, for example. To create 
a new group, click and drag a live tile to an empty space in the Start menu’s live tile pane until a horizontal 
bar appears (the bar’s color will vary depending on your accent color). Once the bar appears, release the 
mouse button, and Windows will create a new group containing that app.  

 Fig3: Grouping tiles 

You can easily name your live tile groups. You can name your groups, too. Mouse over the empty space 
above each group, then click Name group once the text appears. Give the group a name, then press the En-
ter key. While you’re at it, go ahead and rearrange your groups by dragging the drag thumb that appears 
(look for the two horizontal lines that appear near the right-hand edge of the group's name bar).  

Resize the Start menu. Now that you have your  Star t menu ar ranged just the way you want it, why 
not resize it? Mouse over either the top or right-hand edge of the Start menu until the resize pointer appears, 
then click and drag to resize it, just as you would resize a window. The Start menu doesn’t take up the entire 
screen by default, but if you’re feeling nostalgic for the old days of Windows 8, you can easily change that. 
Pop open the Settings app, select Personalization, then select Start from the left-hand column. Next toggle 
the “Use Start full screen” switch to the on position. The next time you open the Start menu, it’ll take up the 
entire screen, save for the taskbar at the bottom.   

 

Change all the Start menu settings! 

Windows 10 has a few other options for the Start menu that we won’t cover exhaustively here, such as the 

ability to hide the “Most used” section and to pick which folders you can access via the Start menu. To get 
to these, open the Settings app, then go to Personalization > Start. Play around with the various options and 
get a feel for what works best for you.   
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Need Help?  -  Dial-A-Helper 
“Seniors Helping Seniors” 

Support for simple computer problems is available by telephone or email. 

*Dial-A-Helpers listed below with the asterisk may charge a nominal fee for in-home service.* 

NOTE: RASCALs Technical ListServe Help is no longer available because we have changed our web 
hosting provider.  RASCAL email is still available.  Go to rascal.cc/main. 

Our membership director, Diana has updated and expanded the ‘Dial-A-
helper’ list and it is now available via a link on our website on the ‘Need 
Help’ page or at the link below; 

www.rascal.cc/files/download/DialaHelp.pdf 

*I don't do drugs. I find I get the same effect just by standing up really fast.* 

http://www.rascal.cc/files/Download/DialaHelp.pdf
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RASCAL meetings are held in the Floral Building at the Fairgrounds in Grants Pass.  Weekly meetings 
are on Tuesdays, except holidays. The General Membership meets from 9:30 A.M.  to 10:30 A.M.   The 
Beginner’s Meeting is held from 10:40 to 11:30 (or to 11:45 for Q&A).  All members are welcome to 
attend both meetings.  Come early for coffee and chat with friends. We also invite you to visit our 
website: 

www.rascal.cc  
 

For up-to-date information about our club, our members, classes, meetings, newsletters and links to 
other websites.  Our RASCAL website is managed by our web master, Ron Willing. Contact him at: 
 
                                                             rascalwebmaster@gmail.com.  

KEEP in TOUCH 
 

Let RASCAL know when you change 
 your e-mail address, your telephone number,  

or your residence address. 
Contact the Data Base Manager at 

 
 <rascalmembers@gmail.com> 

R A S C A L COMPUTER CLUB, 214 SW 4th STREET, GRANTS PASS, OR 97526 

PLEASE NOTE: You will receive an email and 

maybe a call before the date of your 

membership renewal. 

Yearly dues:  $15 Single; $100 Single Lifetime; 

$20 for Couples; $150 Couples Lifetime, 

Please submit at a General Meeting or mail to;  

      RASCAL Computer  Club 

      214 SW 4th Street 

      Grants Pass, OR 97526 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

All classes require pre-registration.  It’s important 
to register early since classes will automatically be 
cancelled if they have fewer than four (4) students 
registered two working-days prior to the class start 
date. 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

Please reference the RASCAL website’s  
Education section at 

http://www.rascal.cc/Education.html 
for more details on all courses and 

pre-requisites 
PRE-REQs may be substituted with 

equivalent experience.   

Please register early for classes by calling the RCC 
Campus Registrar for RASCAL at 541-956-7303, 

or register with the RASCAL Class Registrar at 

Tuesday meetings at the Fairgrounds. 

BECAUSE OF THE DYNAMIC NATURE OF THE CLASS SCHEDULE 

CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST SCHEDULE - USE LINKS BELOW  

Class Schedule - http://rascal.cc/files/Download/classcal.pdf  

Class Descriptions - http://rascal.cc/Classindex.html  

http://www.rascal.cc/
mailto:rascalwebmaster@gmail.com
http://www.rascal.cc/Education.html
http://rascal.cc/files/Download/classcal.pdf
http://rascal.cc/Classindex.html

