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RASCALs celebrated our 
25th anniversary at the an-
nual business meeting in 
October, . I am amazed a 
club with this outstanding 
history continues to be rele-
vant and contribute to the 
successful enjoyment of our 
PCs and have an outstand-
ing educational program 
that helps all members keep 
current with such a rapidly 
changing technology. (All 
thanks to our outstanding 
volunteers). 

We had a few guest from those early 
days that are worth mentioning. The 
wives of two of the men who were 
instrumental in the creation of RAS-
CALs 25 years ago. A special thanks 
to Katie Holt the widow of Jack Holt, 
the first president of RASCALs in 
1990 and Nastasia Bennett widow of 
the late Dr. Harvey O. Bennett, who 
represented RCC during the creation 
activities of RASCALs, for sharing 
their time and experience with us at 
the meeting. Jack and Harvey pulled 
together ideas and resources that laid 
the ground work for what we are still enjoying today.  

The late Jack Holt was taking a class at RCC with several others retirees and 
saw a need for retiree age citizens to learn computers at a reasonable cost - by 
providing its own instructors - thus grew RASCALs. The organizational time 
was remarkable in some five plus months of 1990.  Jack Holt instructed many 
classes in his devoted time slots.  
Dr. Harvey O. Bennett representing Rogue Community College wrote a letter of 
agreement on July 25, 1990 with RASCALs and RCC joining in a working 
partnership between mostly retired seniors who dreamed of their own group be-
ing the instructors in the needed classrooms eventually afforded by RCC with 
this letter from Dr. Harvey O. Bennett.  

RASCALs, Congratulations - You are 25 
Ron Willing ~ Editor 

http://www.rascal.cc/
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The success story of that unusual agreement may have set a national precedent in early computer history - a 
college facility that welcomed a group wanting to learn computers at their own pace, at lower class room tui-
tion expense by supplying  their own instructors,  and a college willing to open up a laboratory of computers 
for hands on instruction  plus an open classroom for other computer instruction, not requiring individual com-
puters. Who were the students? Their neighbors at mostly a retired age level. 
   
Now after 25 years, this partnership has surprised many at its joint community success.:   
---RASCALs has had close to 1400 members in several of those 25 years —with over 100 weekly Tuesday at-
tendees and many classrooms of instruction during the week days at RCC on 4th Street.  
---RCC has grown from the single Grants Pass campus and now has two more in Medford and White City - the 
three make RCC by far the largest college in Southern Oregon.  
   
The remarkable civic cooperation of members of RASCALs represented by its first president, Jack Holt and 
RCC College by President Harvey Bennett in 1990 made a joint outreach into the city we love, Grants Pass, 
Oregon!  

We also had one of my favorite volunteers 
join us - Vivian Dagnan. She was honored 
with a well deserved appreciation award for 
her many years of service to the club. I re-
member when I was President and was calling 
the member’s names for the various commit-
tees, it seemed her name was called out for 
almost every committee. She has been a valu-
able asset to the club since the beginning. If 
you needed to know anything about the club, 
she had the answers. We will miss her dedi-
cated and friendly support when she moves 
out of the area.    

 

Other Business Meeting Activities 
    Ron Willing ~ Editor 

There was refresh-
ments and entertain-
ment that was music 
you could under-
stand and probably 
brought back old 
memories and many 
fancy decorations to 
make it an enjoyable 
event. The volun-
teers each received a 
25th anniversary 
mug   
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Three RASCAL got Lifetime Membership Awards for their outstanding service. They are;  
 
Jeannette Daily  
 RASCAL Member 03/04/2006  
 Goes above and beyond the call of Chairman of the Social Committee.   
 Stores all items at her house that will be used again.  
 Is responsible for all for decorations and gifts for special dates which totals near 10 holidays through-

out the year.  
 She buys throughout the year and stores items until needed.  

Judy Engel  
 RASCAL Member 01/09/2001  
 Education Director   
 Class Teacher     
 Presentation Scheduler  
 Presenter at meeting  
 Dial a Helper to many Members throughout the years  
Cindy Usher  

 RASCAL member 02/23/2010 
 Very active Social committee member 
 Cares about the RASCAL Computer Club 
 Goes to merchants for donations and gifts for the picnic. Christmas Luncheon, and many other holidays 
 She drives to the many merchants for donations which includes the nearby cities, such as, Medford, for do-

nations   
 

The club was very generous with their donations during the past years as note below; 
 Food Bank - 2015 donations = $425.27  

 Food Bank - 2010-2015 donations = $3393.55   
 Auction donation to Library $350.00  

 Scholarship donations 2015 = $1500.00  

 Scholarship donations 2010-2015 = $6500.  
 

President Jenny had a few word for the club. 

2015 has been a busy, 10 months with all the ‘New’ devices existing today on the market from Apple, Google 
and now Microsoft  
  

Volunteers are constantly updating equipment, applications, and literature to insure the RASCAL members are 
kept up to date with the newest information on products and equipment. As a Member, I am always excited to 
learn and be involved with the many volunteers that the club depends on keeping our club as one of the most 
successful Clubs in Josephine County. The club thanks, all the volunteers that make this possible.  
  

Check out the RASCAL Website! It is full of RASCAL Club information from Classes to Activities, the News-
letter plus much, much more. Using the PayPal pay system on our Website, members can pay dues, give a dona-
tion, plus New Members can join the RASCAL Computer Club by filling out a Members Application and using 
PayPal for the dues.  
2015 will go down as a successful year in the RASCAL Club’s history. Not only for membership, 699 January 
1st, thru September, 625. Most months were over 700 members.   
The amount of members attending the Main Meeting (Jan thru Sept) was 3,039 members, for an average of 
101.3 members per Main Meeting. Amazing  
The amount of members attending the Novice Meeting, again (Jan thru Sept), was 1,840 members for an aver-
age of 61.3 members attending Novice meeting. This is unbelievable   
  

The future of the club: Continued success will be determined by the Volunteers. Volunteers are needed.  The 
Education Department is in need. We need Teachers, We need Classes. When they join, education, is what we 
offer.  RCC is our Sponsor.  Volunteers are the future of the RASCAL Computer Club.  
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 The RASCAL Board for 2016 
    Ron Willing ~ Editor 

RASCALs elected the board for 2016 with many members 

continuing in their positions and some returning to the 

board so we should have a strong and cooperative group of 

leaders for the upcoming year, Lets give them our full sup-

port by volunteering for the many positions and sharing 

your knowledge and experience. Remember our proud moto 

is “Seniors Helping Seniors”. 

The board positions are; 

President  -  Liz Stempson 

Vice President  -  Velma Gustafson 

Secretary  -  Valerie Neelund 

Treasurer  -  Linda Barker 

Membership -  Diana Plaster 

Education  -  Jim Sweeney 

Facilities  - Ron Willing  
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Meet your 2016 RASCAL Board 
 

I asked the new board members for a brief statement about their past and they follow; 
 
Liz Stemptson - President 
My husband Dave and I retired in 2003 and moved to Grants Pass. We love it here! I have been a member of 
RASCAL since 2006. My husband joined in 2008 as I told him he needs to know where all of our info is and 
how to get to it. You will find him at the 50/50 table every week. We have been married for 48 years and have 
3 children and 5 grandkids. 
In 1988 I went back to our local community college to learn what all this new personal computer stuff was 
about. There I learned the basics. BASIC programming, Lotus 123, Word processing and Database program-
ming. How to completely build and tear down a IBM clone computer and networking. I embraced this new 
technology. I have always enjoyed learning. 
I work both in Microsoft and Apple Operating systems.  My main computer is an Apple iMAC with a virtual 
Microsoft operating system running Windows 7. I have a laptop which I just upgraded to Windows 10. iPad 
and iPhone. I love how it all works so well together.  I love to share the new technologies with others. My lat-
est adventure has been to cut cable and stream TV.  Loving it! 
I'm looking forward to our new adventures in computer technology with RASCALS this year.  I hope you’re 
ready to come along. 
 
Linda Barker - Treasurer 
I was born and raised in Southern California and relocated to Georgia by way of Oklahoma.  I spent the last 30 
years in Georgia working at a CPA office running various office programs: Word, WordPerfect, Excel, Quick-
Books and various other accounting and tax software. Moving to Grants Pass in 2011 I joined RASCAL and 
have been the club Treasurer for the last 3 years.  I continue to volunteer with AARP Tax Aide Program pre-
paring income tax returns.  I have enjoyed working for the club and look forward to my last year on the Board 
serving the members of RASCAL. 
 
Diana Plaster - Membership Director  
My Husband and I moved here from travailing around in our motor home in 1997. 
We travailed to mostly the lower states. We had friends living in Rogue River and that is why we ended up 
here. I have done a lot of jobs. Child Care, Managed a Beauty Supplies Store, Target in Reno, Nev. Like I said 
I have done a lot of jobs. 
I started working for Eileen Blakely on 1997 and she was going to Rascal. I would hear what was going on 
could not wait till I was 55 to start. That was in 2008. 
My husband passed away in 2012 and it has been just me then I got my Rusty he was my life saver.  
 
Jim Sweeney – Education 
Jim arrived in his wife’s hometown of Grants Pass in 2011.  Prior to that he responded “from the Navy” when 
asked where he was from.  Jim was stationed on both coasts and deployed to the Middle East from each direc-
tion, so he has literally been around the world.  Jim flew in S-3 Vikings from several different aircraft carriers, 
operating various computers in the avionics system, ultimately becoming a mission commander in the air-
craft.  Prior to the Navy, Jim attended the University of Michigan and was a member of the Navy 
ROTC.  Jim’s computer skills were developed in the air and at many desks in offices and aboard ship. 
 
Valerie Neelund – Secretary  
Born and raised in New York City. Left NY in 1982. Since then I have been involved in our 
rental business. I have been involved with: Red Cross, Rogue Aids Awareness Network, 
HelpLine, WCST. Cub Scouts, PTA. My passion is animals, exotic travels and cooking 
 
Velma Gustafson - VP 
I was born in Wallace Idaho, a beautiful, small very old mining town with its buildings all built on moun-
tains.  So was Lana Turner. I grew up in CA and lived for many years in Anaheim.  We could watch the Dis-
neyland fireworks from our front room windows. It was a charming, old town, and the smell of orange blos-
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soms permeated the air until Disneyland and Anaheim remodeled the area, the illegals overwhelmed the area, 
and ruined a little paradise. I majored in bookkeeping and accounting, and took business courses.  Then decid-
ed accounting would be way too boring so went to work as an executive secretary for the CA branch of a na-
tional company.  I was promoted to office manager and worked there for six years.  Actually, I ran the entire 
branch, including the warehouse.  The regional manager then promoted a man over me with an increase in pay 
to be the branch manager.  He made the mistake of telling me that I was a woman and the man had a family to 
support.  I had a family, too, but I guess that didn t matter.  I quit and went to work at McKesson.   Looking 
back, women were really discriminated against in those days I sold chemicals for McKesson Chemical Compa-
ny and also was a volunteer EMT, training students and volunteering at local hospital emergency rooms and 
assisted doctors visiting nursing homes.  I was also the editor for our national company newsletter. We had a 
boy and a girl. We had a beautiful Spanish style home on an acre, but wanted a better environment..  My hus-
band and I moved to WA. I sold real estate in a bad economy with high interest rates. I then became a travel-
ling sales lady selling chemicals. Then switched roles to get better benefits at a huge loss of pay, and became a 
Yakima County Sheriff. I went from jewelry and high heels to boots, handcuffs, and guns.   
My husband and I started a produce, wine and plant store, and also a cherry juice business.  Some of our good 
customers were Jeanne Dixon, who called my husband daily, Mike Reagan, the president’s son, and Paul Har-
vey.  My husband passed away at 57 and I lost all interest in the two businesses and closed everything down.  I 
retired as an officer from WA state with a good retirement benefit, and very weary of the rain, moved with my 
very new husband to Grants Pass.  He said, “I could move anywhere I wanted to”.  He suggested Grants Pass 
as a place to check out; we drove here and I saw the valley below and fell in love. I joined the Tops in Rogue 
River, The genealogy group in Grants Pass, Computer Bugs, and Rascals.  I have been a past secretary of Ras-
cal, and also set up presentations for them, distributed brochures to local businesses, and I have been a social 
committee member for a long time, and help with decorating and arranging picnic and Christmas parties. 
My husband passed away in July and I try to keep busy with gardening, shopping, reading, writing, arranging 
several small seasonal village scenes, genealogy, and exercise coach and doing presentations for my Tops 
club.  And most important, taking care of my Maltese dog, Sugar.  I intend to stay in Grants Pass. 

 
Ron Willing - Facilities 
I was raised in NE Ohio along with my two brothers by our dad and after high school went to DeVry Tech to 
get a degree in electronics. Was then hired by IBM to repair their largest mainframe computers. Because of 
various advancements causing many moves from southern California to upstate New York and back, IBM 
stood for “I’ve Been Moved”. I quit IBM to join a competitor that moved me to Medford where I met my wife. 
Then a German company (Siemens) asked me to move to Munich, Germany, for over a year to help them 
launch an IBM competitive product throughout Europe that I was a specialist on. That allowed me to visit 14 
countries and that was before the wall came down. Even got to East and West Berlin. Returned to U.S. to help 
launch their products here until IBM called and asked me to rejoin them. Retired in 1997 and returned to 
Rogue River because my wife and I have family in the area. Been involved with computers for over 55 years 
and want to share my knowledge with fellow RASCALs. 
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CAMERAS & PHOTOS  (File Management) 
Nancy Kain             955-4800               nankain@rascal.cc 
*Judy Engel            476-9018            judyengel@msn.com 

EXCEL 
Ron Willing            582-9694            rwilling@charter.net 

GENEALOGY 
Laura Dunwald     479-9076           beagenie@charter.net 

GRAPHICS 
Bill Porter           [phone n/a]   silverfoxbill@outlook.com 

POWERPOINT 
Mark Simonds       955-4810          mark@msimonds.org 

PRINTERS, SCANNERS, CAMERAS  
(configuration & network set up) 

*Galen Garretson (available Mon. through Fri.) 
                         226-9753         galencg@gmail.com 

QUICKEN 
George Steffensen    474-4305          stefff@peoplepc.com 
Tom Crittenden [phone n/a]  TD1@back40software.com 

WEB PAGE HTML BASIC 
Mark Simonds        955-4810          mark@msimonds.org 

WORD (MS) 
Tom Crittenden [phone n/a]  TD1@back40software.com 

 

WORD PERFECT & MS WORD (for beginners) 
Karen Janssen        956-6067             ilea-ak@charter.net 

NETWORKING 

Chuck Stobing        408/314-6397     chuck@stobing.com 

APPLICATIONS & PROGRAMS 

Need Help?  -  Dial-A-Helper 
“Seniors Helping Seniors” 

Support for simple computer problems is available by telephone or email. 

*Dial-A-Helpers listed below with the asterisk may charge a nominal fee for 

in-home service.* 

NOTE: RASCALs Technical ListServe Help is no longer available because we have changed our web 
hosting provider.  RASCAL email is still available.  Go to rascal.cc/main. 

GENERAL TROUBLESHOOTING 
Most Areas of Computer Support 

*Chris Oman            [phone n/a]       coman@budget.net 
Len Richardson         866-2541             len_r@yahoo.com  
*Wally Zittle             760 317-9036           wzittle@cox.net  
 *Bob Booth               474-2993            robtb@riousa.com 
Tom Crittenden [phone n/a] TD1@back40software.com 
*Galen Garretson  (available Mon. through Fri.) 
                  226-9753         galencg@gmail.com  

*Judy Engel              476-9018           judyengel@msn.com 

Gerry Tank              659-8840       badger1gt@charter.net           

Marv Wilson            471-1867          mwlw86@charter.net 

BEGINNER’S HELP 

OPERATING SYSTEMS 

MS WINDOWS  
Tom Crittenden [phone n/a]  TD1@back40software.com 
*Galen Garretson (available Mon. through Fri.) 
         226-9753     galencg@gmail.com 
*Chris Oman          [phone n/a]           coman@budget.net 
*Wally Zittle           760 317-9036              wzittle@cox.net 

 

MACINTOSH 
*Wally Zittle           760 317-9036              wzittle@cox.net 
*Judy Engel (tutoring)    476-9018   judyengel@msn.com 

TABLETS 

APPLE IPAD 
*Liz Stempson (tutoring)  659-1938 lexusliz@yahoo.com 

ANDRIOD & MICROSOFT 
*Galen Garretson (available Mon. through Fri.) 
       226-9753     galencg@gmail.com 
*Andy Mauth   925/519-5163  helpmanhere@gmail.com 
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RASCAL meetings are held in the Floral Building 
at the Fairgrounds in Grants Pass.  Weekly 
meetings are on Tuesdays, except holidays. The 
General Membership meets from 9:30 A.M.  to 
10:30 A.M.   The Beginner’s Meeting is held from 
10:40 to 11:30 (or to 11:45 for Q&A).  All 
members are welcome to attend both meetings.  
Come early for coffee and chat with friends. We 
also invite you to visit our website: 

www.rascal.cc  
for up-to-date information about our club, our 
members, classes, meetings, newsletters and links 
to other websites.  Our RASCAL website is 
managed by our web master, Galen Garretson.  

B I T  O F  A  R A S C A L  S T A F F 

 

Editor………………………...………...…Ron Willing  - email:  rascaleditor@rascal.cc 
Columnists……………….......................Tom Crittenden, Judy Engle, Galen Garretson, 
..........................................................................Bob Booth, Jenny Spliethof, Mike States 
Copy Editors…..…………….……............................. Jane Frincke, DeVerne Jacobsen 
Photos……………..……………….………...….........................Nancy Kain, Bill Porter 

                                                                                    
____________________________________________ 

 
 We reserve the right to edit and/or omit submissions. 

 Items received after the newsletter deadline may appear 

  in the next issue. 

KEEP in TOUCH 
 

Let RASCAL know when you change 
 your e-mail address, your telephone number,  

or your residence address. 
Contact the Data Base Manager at 

 
 <rascalmembership@gmail.com> 

R A S C A L COMPUTER CLUB, 214 SW 4th STREET, GRANTS PASS, OR 97526 

PLEASE NOTE: You will receive an email and 

maybe a call before the date of your 

membership renewal. 

Please mail yearly dues:  $15 Single Membership; 

$20 for Couples; $100 Single Lifetime; 

$150 Couples Lifetime, 

to the RASCAL address listed below, 

or submit at a General Meeting. 

 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

All classes require pre-registration.  It’s important 
to register early since classes will automatically be 
cancelled if they have fewer than four (4) students 
registered two working-days prior to the class start 
date. 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

Please reference the RASCAL website’s  
Education section at 

http://www.rascal.cc/Education.html 
for more details on all courses and 

pre-requisites 
PRE-REQs may be substituted with 

equivalent experience.   

Please register early for classes by calling the RCC 
Campus Registrar for RASCAL at 541-956-7303, 

or register with the RASCAL Class Registrar at 

Tuesday meetings at the Fairgrounds. 

BECAUSE OF THE DYNAMIC NATURE OF THE CLASS SCHEDULE 

CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST SCHEDULE - USE LINKS BELOW  

Class Schedule - http://rascal.cc/files/Download/classcal.pdf  

Class Descriptions - http://rascal.cc/Classindex.html  

http://www.rascal.cc/
http://www.rascal.cc/Education.html
http://rascal.cc/files/Download/classcal.pdf
http://rascal.cc/Classindex.html

