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~ by Joan McDowell

RASCALs want to do their part in protecting our environment. Proper
recycling of our computer equipment and other electronics is very impor-
tant since they contain toxic substances that will seep into the ground and
our water if they are just dumped or processed by irresponsible recyclers.

You all may have heard or read about the new Oregon law on recycling of
electronics which went into effect on January 1, 2009. Learn more about this
law at theOregon E-Cyclessite:

www.deg.state.or.us/lg/ecycle/index.htm

Also, check our websiteywww.rascal.cg from time-to-time for recycling
information updates at theArticles then Bulletins.link.

You may recycle computers, monitors, and televisions at these locations
in the Grants Pass Area:

Southern Oregon Sanitation 1381 Redwood Ave, tel: 479-5335;
Hours for E-cycle donation: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., M-Saturday.
Take computers, monitors, and televisions to their E-cycle pallet

(under a green canopy in the back area).

Goodwill, 742 SW Sixth St., tel: 479-6000;
Hours to receive are 8:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m., M-Saturday;
11:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m., Sundays.

Josephine County Recycling &Transfer Station
1749 Merlin Rd., tel: 474-5901.
Hours to E-cycle are 7-days a week, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Only Goodwill will accept computer peripherals such as printers, keyboards,
scanners, speakers, and cables.

If you have usable computer systems and components that you would like
to donate for re-use, two good options are:

Project Restart, tel: 474-9876,www.projectrestart.org; or

Rogue River Community Center Thrift Shop,142 Broadway,
Rogue River, tel: 582-0609 or 582-418&yw.roguerivercc.org.

These two organizations advise that they re-format all hard drives before
offering them to others.

For advice and information on how to prepare your computer system for
donation or for disposal, please see page 2.



RECYCLING UPDATE, continued from page one ENTERTAINMENT for

THE TROOPS:
PREPARING a COMPUTER for A Great Recycle Opportunity
DONATION or RECYCLING

Before donating your system be sure, of course,  prggident Ron Willing has learned of a great way
to backup_your programs and f|Ies_. Af‘d nomat- 4 re_circulate your used musical CDs, movies in
ter where it ends up, the best advice is to be certainpyp and books on CD. He saw a news broadcast
that you securely remove any personal data files g4t 4 young girl (Kaylee) in Cleveland, Ohio, who

such as home accounting, old tax programs, doCU-paq hegun a program to send entertainment to our
ments, spreadsheets, etc. RASCAL Phyliis Wilkey, {5055 overseas. More information on this program is
who builds and repairs computers, recommends a4, ailable on the web at

free download program call_elaarik’s Boot z_;md WwWw. tunes4thetroops.org
Nuke (DBAN). It securely wipes the hard disks of
most computers and will automatically and com-
pletely delete the contents of any hard disk that it
can detect. DBAN provides a way of preventing
identity theft if you want to recycle or sell a com-
puter and affords a way to totally clean a MS Win-
dows installation of viruses and spyware. Get more
information fromwww.dban.sourceforge.net/.

HOMESPUN USES for
AN OLD COMPUTER

x Use the old system as a . .
backup of your critical data. Ron sent an email asking if he could be a local collec-

tion point for Josephine & Jackson Counties. Kaylee

x Use it as a simple “file sent him the necessary information to do so.

server” for large files such as a

collection of digital photos. After collecting approximately 150 CDs & DVDs,

x After wiping the drive clean and re-installing they will be sent, using the special postal rate for me-
any version of Windows, use it as an MP3 dia, for about $15.00Tunes 4 the Troopsill provide
jukebox that can connect to a home stereo. The an address of a military Chaplain or the MWR’s ad-
rest of the space and processing power can be dress for a unit serving in a combat zone.

giggtﬁptg ;T;y:f%?%};eefgﬁsfnks?; music. A You' are welcome to supply the addresses of your own
_ ’ family members or friends to accompany your dona-
Winamp.  www.winamp.com tions which will be bundled with others to meet the
x Use it as an extra internet-connected system for weight requirement for the low postal rate. So look at
students and grandkids who need it for doing Yyour music, movie, and book’s on CD libraries that
research and homework, or for anyone who You have enjoyed and are ready to pass on. Used or
wants only to use email or surf the net. Re- new, dusty or dirty, whatever shape, Ron will clean
member that these functions do not take much them up before shipment and the guys and gals will
processing power, so an old system should do appreciate them. Flyers are available to anyone who
the job. will hang them at their church, club, or any other place
x Use it to be venturesome in any direction your where people can see the information about this wor-

curiosity takes you. For instance, you might thy program.

play around with alternative window systems Thjs s an invitation to RASCALS to bring whatever
such aginux. www.linux.org/dist. CDs and DVDs you can gather to a Tuesday meeting.
Ron will handle packaging and pay the shipping cost.




craigslist
~ by Chris Oman

Editor's note: craigslist

disdains pretension and
also the use of capital let-
ters in the titles used
throughout their site. In
keeping, their subject ti-
tles are shown here in
lower-case andbolded.

Craigslist is one of my
absolute favorite sites on
the web for finding
something | need and
for selling something |
don’'t need. It's one of
the most useful sites on

Craig Newmark,
founder of
craigslist; begun as
a hobby in 1995 and
incorporated in
1999.

the web and is not there just for buying and selling.
In their forums you can interact with people all
over the world on any variety of topics. In their
residential listings you can use it to find vacation

rentals, a house for sale, or an apartment for rent.

You maybarter your services for something else.
There is even amvents calendarfor up-to-date
happenings in your home town or in Timbuktu.
That's just the tip of theraigslist iceberg. With
forums from housing to self-employment, to a dis-
cussion of cabbages & kings, you're sure to find a
list that meets your needs in some way.

To find a good deal on a vacation spotpick your
country or state, then navigate to either tibkets,
vacation rentals, or barter category. | know that
folks are able to score some excellent last-minute
vacation bargains here, and you are dealing with
people in your local area.

If you are looking for something specific, say a

x When you're done, clicEnter.
x Scroll to the bottom of the page.

x Click on the orange button with the letters
RSS*

x You'll see a whole page of funny looking
code in your browser window. Copy that
page’sURL and paste it into your favorite
feed reader*.

Now you can be notified via yodeed reader
every time an item is posted anaigslist that
meets your criteria.

Every craigslist category has aRSS feed and
you can program your parameters. For example,
if you're looking for a leather couch between
$400 and $600, you can specify that within the
furniture category and have results delivered to
you.

*DEFINITIONS

RSS stands for "Really Simple Syndication”

or "RDF Site Summary" depending on who
you ask. Simply put, it's a way for news sites
to share lists of their current articles and
headlines. If you've been to any of a number
of "portal" sites that provide news and head-
line summaries from many other sources,
you've seen RSS in action.

For information orfeed readers, m craigslist
go tosearch craigslistand typefeed reader
and presenter. At the bottom of the page
click on RSS and then click on thdearn
more about feeddink.

For more information on
the founding, the back-

Queen Anne brocaded couch circa 1965, you can ground, and philosophy

set up a craigslist alert to be notified when some-
thing new pops up that fits your criteria. This is
how you do it

x Go to your city’scraigslist and click onfurni-
ture.

x Enter your search term(s), what you're willing
to pay, and whether you're looking for some-
thing from a furniture dealer or private seller.

of craigslist, see their
site at

Also visit Wikipedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/

WWWw.craigslist.org

wiki/craigslist for back-
ground,

and criticisms.

reviews, news,

craigslist’'s San Fran-
cisco Headquarters
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TIPS on SEARCHING the
INTERNET SUCCESSFULLY

~ by Vince Ceriello

The internet has given us more access to more informa-
tion better, faster, and cheaper than anyone could have
imagined. In just the past ten years, the number of us-
ers has increased from a few million to over three hun-
dred million world-wide. The problem is: there is no
instruction manual on how to keep it from becoming a
colossal “time sink.” My coursé€Tips on Searching

the Internet Successfullybffered this March, will give
you some ideas for more efficient and effective ways to
use the awesome power of the World Wide Web. Fol-
lowing is an example of what you will learn in this
course.

1.1s Your Subject Broad? (e.g., computers, poli-
tics, sports, religion, finances.) Start with a direc-
tory service such as Yahoo or Google that catego-
rizes Web sites by subject; then drill down through
the layers of subcategories until you get close to
what you want.

2. Is Your Subject Narrow? (e.g., iMac, Clark
Gable, the NY Yankees, travel.) Choose a specific
search engine such &oogle (www.google.con),
AltaVista (www.altavista.com), HotBot
(www.hotbot.com), Ask Geeves
(www.askgeeves.coim Kayak (www.kayak.con),
Yahoo (www.yahoo.con), etc.

3. Choose Your Keywords Carefully. Select four

to six words to help narrow the search. If you type
“human” and “resources” you will get thousands of
hits; if you type “human + resources” you will still
get a lot of hits, but far fewer.

4. Increase the Accuracy of the Search.Use
phrases instead of single wordepending on what
search engine you are using, you may type quota-
tion marks:“ “, or bracketg ] around the phrase.

5. Use Several Search Engines Simultaneously.
For more comprehensive research, try a “meta”
search engine such as metacrawler
www.metacrawler.com or 37 www.37.com that
gives query access to numerous search engines.

6. Refine Your Search. Many search engines
will let you revise the search parameters so that
you can, for example, add Sales and Marketing as
keywords to a search about Business Develop-
ment.

7. Read the HELP or Other Available Online
Instruction. Each search engine has its own pecu-
liar quirks and knowing them will help you put
together a more accurate search amght yield
better results.

8. Exploit the “Good” Web Sites. Some of the
better sites provide links to related or complemen-
tary sites. These links can take you to other sites
you might not otherwise easily find.

9. Guess at The URL if You Don’t Know It.
Most of the time it is intuitive and obviousyi-
crosoft.com, Dell.com, Princeton.com, etc.
Sometimes it is necessary to add to it or use the
organization name literally, such as
“thehungersite” or “barnesandnoble.”

10. Use the Onboard Spell CheckerYou would

be amazed at how often people misspell words in
their queries and wonder why they get no hits.
Computers are stupid and quite literal.

11. Understand the Limits. Even if you enter a
precise query, many of the “hits” will not be appli-
cable to your search since neither search engines
nor the computers that run them, nor the person
using them are perfect.

12. Remember and Learn. The internet and the
web cannot contain the sum of all knowledge;
while neither does a library. In some cases, you
might be well-advised to consult a competent li-
brarian for advice. They are generally very well-
versed in use of the World Wide Web.

Editor’s note: When you view this and
other recent RASCAL newsletters on our
website atvww.rascal.co/ou will find you
will be able to click on most websites cited
and be taken directly to that site.
Simply hover over the underlined site and
do a CTRL + click.




COURSE DESCRIPTIONS,

MARCH & APRIL 2009

MARCH

DIGITAL CAMERA, Beginning - A one-day, two-hour class.

(PRE-REQ: Beginning Windows, Beginning Email & Internet.)
Learn the four basics for a beginning digital camera user and much
more. Receive step-by-step instructions on how to download your
photos from the camera, and how to email, print out, enhance, and
crop your photos Instructions on how to use a portable device for
transporting photos from one computer to another will be demon-
strated. Instructional handouts prepared specifically for either Win-
dows XP or Windows Vista users will be available.

E-MAIL & INTERNET, Beginning.
(PRE-REQ: Introduction to Computers & Beginning Windows.)

A very detailed and basic introduction to Email and the Internet.
Handouts will teach you how to get started using email so that you
may then apply what you've learned to your individual email pro-
gram. Learn how to create, send, and receive email. Learn how to
surf, search and download information using Internet Explorer.

INTRODUCTION to COMPUTERS

(REQUIRED for FIRST TIME COMPUTER USERS.) A fun class.
Learn the proper method to turn a computer on and off. Learn to us
the mouse and keyboard. Get acquainted with hardware, software, an
computer vocabulary.

e

PHOTO & GRAPHICS EDITING

(PRE-REQ: Previous experience with any photo or graphics pro-
gram.) For beginning, intermediate, and advanced students. The goal
of this class is to seek a solution for each student’s photo or graphic

APRIL

E-MAIL & INTERNET, Beginning. [See March] .

EXCEL, Beginning (PRE-REQ: Beginning Windows; ability to

load data from a folder’ basic math.) Learn to locate and name

the elements of this spreadsheet program, with emphasis on the
Standard, Formatting and Formula menu bars. Apply basic number
and cell formatting, simple formulas, open and close workbooks
correctly, print and save to a driveStudents with XP on their
laptops should bring their laptops to class.Bring a flash drive or

two floppy disks or a CD to class to save class examples.

INTRODUCTION to COMPUTERS

(REQUIRED for FIRST TIME COMPUTER USERS.) A fun
class. Learn the proper method to turn a computer on and off.
Learn to use the mouse and keyboard. Get acquainted with hard-
ware, software, and computer vocabulary.

PAINT, Microsoft

(PRE-REQ: Ability to navigate through computer screens, han-

dle the mouse, cut & paste, save your work.JPaint is a simple,

basic program for manipulating images. The program’s tools are
basic to other paint programs, therefore it is worth learning and may

(s)e useful for graduating to more complicated image programs.

PHOTO & GRAPHICS EDITING

(PRE-REQ: Previous experience with any photo or graphics
program.) For beginning, intermediate, and advanced students.
The goal of this class is to seek a solution for each student’s photo
or graphic project. The method is to teach photo and graphic con-
cepts and how solutions are arrived at, regardless of the software

project. The method is to teach photo and graphic concepts and howoeing used.

solutions are arrived at, regardless of the software being used.

POWERPOINT, Beginning

(PRE-REQ: Windows.) Learn to produce slide shows for family
stories or professional presentations, utilizing animation and other
media effects. PowerPoint is a powerful program that is surprisingly
easy to use.

TIPS for SEARCHING the INTERNET SUCCESFULLY

(PRE-REQ: Be able to access the net, upload and download files,
programs, and upgrades.)Learn more efficient and safe ways to use
the increasingly growing and vastly complex internet.

WINDOWS VISTA, Beginning

(PRE-REQ: Introduction to Computers.) This class is a continua-
tion of basic computer skills. Identify and use parts of the newest Mi-

crosoft Operating System. Learn the difference between system soft-

ware and application programs. Learn how to use the basic controls,
menus, icons, and toolbars on various windows and the desktop. Win-
dows XP users are welcome to take this class.

WINDOWS XP, Beginning (PRE-REQ: Introduction to Com-
puters.) This lecture class is a continuation of Introduction to Com-
puters. It includes instruction on how to handle files; copying to a CD;
the organization of your computer; computer protection, and more.

PICASA - A one-day, two-hour class.

(PRE-REQ: Beginning Windows.) This class introducing Picasa,

a free photo manipulating program, will emphasize picture enhance-
ment, saving, sizing, and sending. For the beginner. You will learn
basic photo editing techniques.

WORD 2007, Beginning

(PRE-REQ: Beginning Windows.) Learn to navigate the newest
version of this word processing program. Get acquainted with the
Ribbon which takes the place of the menu bar. Enjoy easier tool
applications and more colorful and interesting graphics editing.

WINDOWS XP, Beginning (PRE-REQ: Introduction to Com-
puters.) This lecture class is a continuation of Introduction to Com-
puters. It includes instruction on how to handle files; copying to a
CD; the organization of your computer; computer protection, and
more.

WINDOWS VISTA, Beginning

(PRE-REQ: Introduction to Computers.) This class is a con-
tinuation of basic computer skills. ldentify and use parts of the new-
est Microsoft Operating System. Learn the difference between sys-
tem software and application programs. Learn how to use the basic
controls, menus, icons, and toolbars on various windows and the
desktop. Windows XP users are welcome to take this class.



: is not necessarily an absolute guarantee of
TIPS for SURFING in safety. You should still take steps to ensure you
SAFETY are dealing with a reputable entity, and that you
are actually connected to a web site operated by
the entity with whom you are doing business
(rather than a look-alike site set up as a deception

HTTP & HTTPS by cybercrooks).”
LOOK for THE DIFFERENCE!

Next time you are on the web take a good look at ‘\
the address in the browser. It will likely begin with -
the following: http://. Have you ever noticed one If you're using Internet Explorer you may have no-
that begins with https://? ticed that padlock icon to the right of the address bar.

Be aware of the DIFFERENCE. In Firefox it appears in the bottom of the browser
frame. What does it do for you? It's another way of
checking that a website is secure and it indicates that
your information will be encrypted.

~ by Joan McDowell

HOW ABOUT that PADLOCK ICON?

HTTP stands for HyperText Transport Protocol.

It's a computer “language” or protocol which en-
ables information to be passed back and forth be-
tween web servers (like Internet Explorer) and cli- x When checking for a padlock, don't be fooled

ents (any web site). by one that appears on the web page itselfit

is possible for a fraudster to copy the image of a
HTTPS stands for HyperText Transport Proto- padlock. You need to check that it is in the win-
col Secure. That“s” makes a big difference if you dow frame of the browser itself.

want to keep information you enter on a site from

being accessed by unwelcome intruders. x When making purchases over the web, know

your retailer. Look for evidence of a physical

If you are on a site without the “s” after HTTP it address and landline telephone contact details.
means that the website is communicating with You may consider phoning them before you
your browser using the regular unsecure lan- place an order.

guage. In effect, it would be possible for someone
to “eavesdrop” on your computer's conversation
with the website. For example, if you fill out a
form on this website, it could be seen by an in-
truder. If you enter a credit card number on an un-
secured site, this could be Manna from Heaven for
the intruder.

x These secure indicators may not appear on the
site until you are on the page where you are
asked to submit personal data In summary, to
keep safe out there, before entering personal in-
formation, look for the Padlock or the addition of
thatsto the http:// up there in the address bar.

x And let us all remember the old adage

So HTTPS to the rescue! If the web address begins “If an offer looks too good to be true
with https:// it means that your computer is then it probably is.”
“talking” to the website in a secure code so that

eavesdropping will not occur. See also:

http://www.becardsmart.org.uk/look for the padlock/

The best advice seems to be to avoid entering sensi-
tive information, such as a credit card or Social Se-

curity number, on an http website. Instead, look Editor’'s Note: When this newsletter is viewed from
first for thathttps:// in the address bar. our website, most underlined links
will take you directly to the site
There are other cautionaries as citecShppesat: just hover then CTRL + click.
www.snopes.com/computer/internet/https.asp The newsletter on the web is always available,
to anyonevho wants to go there.
“Certainly using an unsecure (http://) connection to Also, be reminded that, as a RASCAL member you
send sensitive information is a situation best are entitled to receive your newsletter in hard-copy
avoided. However, due to proliferation of digital regular mail unless you advise Membership at
spoofing schemes, a secure (https://) connection <membership@rascal.cc>
to remove you from the mailing list.
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Need Help? - Dial-A-Helper
“Seniors Helping Seniors”
Support for simple computer problems is available by telephone from the

Dial-A-Helpers listed below. x=XP Only | v=Vista Only | b=Both Systems.
On-line help can be accessed from the Technical Help ListServe.** (see box below).

LN

GENERAL TROUBLESHOOTING
Most Areas of Computering

Chris Oman*-b 474-0161
Len Richardson-x 866-2541

coman@budget.net
len_r@yahoo.com

Gerry Tank 476-7667 badgerlgt@charter.net
Wally Zittle*-b 476-9800 wzittle@charter.net
Bob Booth*-x 474-2993 robtb@rio.com

Galen Garretson*-b 472-0019 galencg@clearwire.net
Ray Lake*-b 956-6302 raylake@charter.net

BEGINNER'S HELP

Laura Dunwald-b 479-9076 beagenie@charter.net

Judy Engel*-b 476-9018 judyengel@msn.com
Ginny von Gal 218-6633 skipjack317@clearwire.net
Ken Mitchell-x 476-1883 ksdlb444@rascal.cc
Gordon Rendall-x 955-1000 grandpaw5@clearwire.net
Gerry Tank 476-7667 badgerlgt@charter.net
Marv Wilson —b 471-1867 mwlw86@charter.net

VISTA - Intermediate or Advanced

Tom Crittenden [phone n/fa] TD1@back40software.com
Wally Zittle* 476-9800 wzittle@charter.net

*Available for home service for a nominal fee.

APPLICATIONS & OTHER SPECIFIC HELP

ACCESS
Mark Simonds - b 955-4810 mcsimmonds@rvi.net

DIGITAL CAMERAS & PHOTOS - For Beginners

Nancy Kain-b 955-4800 nankain@rascal.cc

Ken Mitchell-x  476-1883 ks4lb444@rascal.cc
EXCEL

Ron Willing-b 582-9694 rwilling@charter.net
GENEALOGY

Laura Dunwald 479-9076 beagenie@charter.net
GRAPHICS

Bill Porter-b [phone n/a] silverfox@uci.net
ICQ

664-8197

INTERNET, General
Laura Dunwald 479-9076

MACINTOSH OS
Joanne Shields [phone n/a] maclady@clearwire.net

OUTLOOK EXPRESS

Jean Kraft-x hikraft@charter.net

beagenie@charter.net

Nancy Kain-x 955-4800 nankain@rascal.cc
Jean Kraft-x 664-8197 hikraft@charter.net

Cliff Worden-x 471-1292 cliffmar@charter.net

QUICKEN

George Steffensen 474-4305 stefff@peoplepc.com

WEB PAGE HTML BASIC
Mark Simonds 955-4810 mcsimonds@rvi.net

WORD PERFECT & MS WORD (for beginners)
Karen Janssen 956-6067 ilea@terragon.com

* *EXCHANGE COMPUTER RELATED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS :
The free-to-all RASCALSs Technical Help ListServe is here to help all members with a K
problems they may be having with their computer.
For information on how to subscribe go to our website: www.ras@aidclick on Help * ISP.

.
. "

Smartwire is The RASCAL Internet
Service Provider &
Website & ListServe Host

@M@mﬁﬂj@ Hm&@ﬂjm@ﬁ 301 NE 6th Street at ‘E’, Grants Pass

Telephone 955-6930

www.rascal.cc/main/ 7
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Your club regrets the passing of
RASCAL member, Virginia Beaver, or
December 16, 2008,
with condolences to her loved ones.

On January 25, 2009, RASCAL member,
Patricia Carr, passed away. Condolences to fjer
husband, Stu (a club member), and to each @f

her loved ones.

Fairgrounds in Grants Pass. Weekly meetings are on Tuesdays,
except holidays. The General Membership meets from 9:30 a.
to 10:30 a.m. The Beginner's Meeting is held from 10:40 to 11:30
(or to 11:45 for Q&A). All members are welcome to attend bot
meetings. Come early for coffee and chat with friends.

RASCAL meetings are held in the Floral Building at thi

We also invite you to visit our website:
www.rascal.cc
for up-to-date information about our club, our members, classes,
meetings, and links to other websites. Our website is managed iy
Ginny von Gal and hosted by Smartwire Internet.
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