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~ by Jane Frincke 

‘Tis the 14th of December 
and all through the house, 
not a creature is stirring,  

not even a computer’s mouse. 
The RASCALs are gathered  

at Wild River Pub 
with members and guests  

of their special club. 
There are songs and great times 

and good food galore; 
a buffet of pork loin, 

all the trimmings and more. 
And everyone bringing canned food for Food Share, 
that none in this valley have cupboard shelves bare. 

So join in the fun which you’ ll long remember. 
You may purchase your tickets ‘ till the 

 7th of December. 
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Date:  December 14, 2004 

Time:  11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Place:  Wild River Pub and Publick House 

533 NE “F”  Street, Grants Pass 

Tickets:  $11.50 per person (includes gratuity) for members and guests. 
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Note that  RASCAL will again gratefully receive donations at the party  of 
non-perishable food or monetary contributions for the Food Share Program. 
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       PHOTO ENHANCEMENT DAY  

 

~ by Gerry Tank 

The third Photo Day scenario differed from previous 
sessions in that, instead of multiple stations for testing 
photographic skills, the strategy was to use a variety of 
programs to demonstrate what could be done with less 
than perfect photos, using enhancements, corrections, 
etc. 
 

As in trade fairs, a number of stations were set up, 
basically, with lap-top computers.  As often happens 
with computers, some glitches developed that prevented 
a demonstration of “Paint Brush.”   As usual, a crowd 
gathered around Bill Porter who, in his inimical way, 
proceeded to manipulate, in layers, with histograms, the 
fine points of PhotoShop Elements. 
 

Among the other accomplished presenters were Don 
George, Rury Erwin, Marcia Fasy, Ron Stephan,  Janet 

Frantz, and Art and Karen Janssen.  There were some 
extraordinary displays by Art and Karen which 
combined consecutive photos into a single panoramic 
view — proving that if you don’ t have a wide-angle 
lens, you can still create the same effects if you have 
the talent. 
 

There were two stations set up by Don George for 
perfecting photographic skills.  One was his 
Styrofoam skull, lightly lit by a clear electric bulb, 
and the other was a similar display of a slightly 
colored transparent, glass vase.  The object was for 
participants to photograph these objects and to award 
a five dollar prize to the best shots.  There were only 
two brave participants.  They each went 
home with five dollars for their efforts.  
Many of the rest of us came away with 
some new knowledge, as well as 
respect for the talents of the presenters. 

Editor’s Note:  Photos are fun to look at and even more fun to work with.  Just ask anyone 
who attends the Photo Day series, hosted in turn by ComputerBugs or RASCAL and organized by 

Don George.  On September 8, the Floral Building meeting room was filled with instructors and students, eager 
to share and to learn about Photo Enhancement.  Dr. Tank —- Gerry to his friends and fans —- shares his view 
of the event, below. 
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Photo Day Ser ies organizer  and pr ime-mover, Don 
George, has provided us with a bit of history and an 
explanation of the origin of these events.  He points 
out that since there are members in each of the local 
computer clubs who would like to engage in more in-
ter-club activity, it was thought that education could 
provide an opportunity for this to occur.  Joint efforts, 
of course, cut down on duplication and assure that  
classes are better attended. 
 

The Photo Day Series began in September 2003, fo-
cusing on instruction in the use of Digital Cameras.  
A session on What Makes a Good Picture followed  
in March 2004.  Photo Enhancement Day, Septem-
ber 2004, was the third offering.  This series is 
planned to be repeated at suitable intervals — cur-
rently six months appears to be appropri-
ate.    The intention is to continue with 
such offerings as long as there is an inter-
est among members, and instructors will-
ing to share their knowledge. 

A MINI-HISTORY of PHOTO  DAY 

You may have heard the 
word blog tossed about 
recently and wondered 
what it meant.  Blog is 
short for weblog, which 
is often, essentially, an 
on-line diary!  These 
Internet sites have been 

around for a long time and are just recently gaining 
rapidly in popularity.  There are over 2.5 million 
blogs with something for almost everyone. 
 
The writing is of the people, by the people, and for 
the people.  The sites began as an alternative to main-
stream news and were originally run by techies.  
They have now expanded to anyone who wants an 
open mike.  You can surf the sites and find enough 
assorted views to round out your perception of what’s 
going on in the world.  There is a blog for  about 
any interest you might have, ranging from ar t, 
technology, politics, animals, literature, job list-
ings, and real estate, to comments on the latest 
news, ad infinitum.  The quality of these sites 
ranges from simply awful to truly informative. 
 
To begin to sort through the myriad numbers of blogs 
available, you could start with www.kinja.com.  It is 
almost impossible to track them without a system, 
and KINJA offers a method of organizing.  They list 
more than 50,000 sites.  A good place for beginners 
to visit is www.blogdex.net.  BLOGDEX provides 
links to the latest news being talked about on all of 
the blogs. 
 
If you want to start your own blog as a place to air 
your opinions, or to offer information on all the vari-
ous chili dishes you know how to cook, go to 
www.blogger.com and they will explain how to be-
gin in simple steps, and it’s all free. 
 
I started to blog and quickly discovered that I had 
nothing to say.  It surprised me so much I forgot my 
own blog address.  Now a bunch of nonsense is float-
ing around out there, lost forever. 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
 by Patricia Hentges 

Is there subject matter  that 
RASCAL is not cover ing currently in class 
scheduling that you would like to see offered?  
Perhaps there are classes from the past that you would 
like to see repeated more often.  Go to our web site at 
www.rascal.cc.  Click on the Classes link and under 
Computer  Classes, click on Class Index &  
Descr iptions.  You will see a comprehensive  
alphabetical list of classes we teach or have taught in 
the past.  Click on a title and see its’  description.  If 
there is a class or classes you would especially like to 
take, please advise our Education Director over e-mail 
at  rascaleducation@rascal.cc 

 

 
 

If there is a computer-related subject matter that you 
would especially like to see addressed at a General 
Meeting, please contact the Vice-President at 

rascalvp@rascal.cc 
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RASCAL bid a fond farewell to RCC instructor, Marc 
Graton, at the September 14 General Meeting.  Marc 
has accepted a teaching position in Oahu, Hawaii.  He 
and his family moved to the islands on September 19.  
Marc spent his two-and-a-half years with RASCAL 
teaching every subject from Beginning XP to E-Bay.  
He was known for his wonderful ability to connect with 
his students and to impart the training each needed. 
 

Before leaving, Marc stopped in at our General 
Meeting to say one last “goodbye” and was presented 
with a beautiful pen with the engraved words 
“RASCAL”  and “Many Thanks, Marc.”   He also 
received a framed Certificate of Appreciation, shown in 
the photo here.  Marc will be sorely missed.  We wish 
him all the best in his new life’s adventure. 

� � � 	 � � � � �
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 � � �

~ by Nancy Kain 

Above, Marc’s Digital Camera class on September 16.  This was his last class for 
RASCAL before leaving for his new post.  Here he is surrounded by adoring fans as 

usual and, no doubt, as he ever shall  be. 
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Just call or  e-mail and an attempt will be made to solve the problem  

by phone or  e-mail.  I f that isn’ t enough, most of those listed 
 will make house calls on an individually arranged basis. 

�  ! 	 � � � � � ! � 
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For RASCAL members only. Limited to technical problems and responses.  Subscribe to the Technical Help 
L istserver  E-mail Forum for help with your computer problems at  

http://mailman.userservices.net/mailman/listinfo/rascal-tech.  Subscribers use rascal-
tech@mailman.userservices.net for discussion. The Listserve Moderator is reached at rascal-

tech.admin@mailman.userservices.net. 

 

301 NE  6th Street at ‘E’ , Grants Pass 
 

Telephone:  955-6930  
 

9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Smartwire is The RASCAL Internet 

 Service Provider & Website Provider at  

 www.rascal.cc 

 
ANIMATIONS 
Cliff Worden 471-1292                         marcliff@charter .net 
EXCEL 
Ron Willing 582-9694                         rwilling@charter .net 
GENEALOGY 
Laura Dunwald 479-9076                        beagenie@charter .net 
GRAPHICS 
Bill Por ter                                     silver fox@terragon.com 
HAM RADIO 
Ben Skinner  479-3965                                K7XU@rascal.cc 
ICQ 
Jean Kraft 664-8197                           hikraft@charter .net 
INTERNET, General. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Help Wanted 
 
MACINTOSH OS 
Joanne Shields                                          maclady@charter .net 
OUTLOOK EXPRESS 
Nancy Kain 955-4800                              nankain@rascal.cc 
Jean Kraft 664-8197                            hikraft@charter .net 
Cliff Worden 471-1292                          cliffmar@charter .net 
QUICKEN 
George Steffensen 474-4305                               steff@budget.com 
Ray Lake 956-6302                           raylake@charter .net 
SOUND 
Cliff Worden 471-1292                          cliffmar@charter .net 
WEB PAGE HTML BASIC 
Mark Simonds 955-4810                            mcsimonds@rvi.net 
WORD PERFECT 
Karen Janssen 956-6067                              ilea@terragon.com 
MS WORD 
Mar ion M iller 955-0712                                   mar ion@uci.net 
MS WORD (for  Beginners) 
Karen Janssen 956-6067                               ilea@terragon.com 
 

 

 

 
 

Lou Lyons  476-6405                 luckylou@charter .net 
Chr is Oman  474-0161                          ckoman@rvi.net 
Len Richardson  866-2541                       len_r@yahoo.com 
George Spencer   474-0899            gspencer1@ear thlink.net 
George Steffensen  474-4305                       steff@budget.com 
Gerry Tank  476-7667             gwtank@atinternet.com 
Wally Zittle  476-9800                    wzittle@charter .net 
Bob Booth  474-2993                  robtb@terragon.com 
Ray Lake  956-6302                   raylake@charter .net 
 
 
 
 
 

Laura Dunwald  479-9076                 beagenie@charter .net 
Ginny von Gal  474-7566               skipjack@echoweb.net 
Gordon Rendall  955-1000             grandpaw1@charter .net 
Gerry Tank  476-7667             gwtank@atinternet.com 
Marv Wilson  471-1867                  mwlw86@charter .net 
 

 

 

 

 
Laura Dunwald  479-9076                 beagenie@charter .net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Lake  956-6032                    raylake@charter .net 

Chr is Oman  474-0161                           ckoman@rvi.net 

GENERAL TROUBLESHOOTING 

BEGINNER’S HELP 

WINDOWS INFORMATION 

WINDOWS 95 RELATED 

APPLICATIONS &  OTHER SPECIFIC HELP 



6 

    BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 

Board Highlights will appear in the 
newsletter as space permits.  This 
month, please check the RASCAL 

Website at www.rascal.cc.  The Complete Board 
Meeting Minutes, as well as Highlights, will be 
found there. 

On September 23, 2004, RASCAL par ticipated in 
the first ever  Senior  Day sponsored by Rogue 
Community College.  The program was free to all 
seniors and offered various hobbies and pursuits for 
the senior’s knowledge and enjoyment.  There were 
many workshops and displays featuring such things 
as Yoga, Pottery, Duplicate Bridge, and Nutrition.  
RASCAL offered information on computers.   
Nancy Kain, George Simington, and Vivian 
Dagnan,  (above) were well armed with information 
at the RASCAL table to greet visitors and answer 
questions about our club. 

&� � � � $� � � ) � � 
 � $! ! �

~ by Nancy Kain 
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~ Tryon Edwards (1809-1895); US author, lexicographer. 

E-Bay 
(PRE-REQ:  Beginning and Intermediate Windows, 
Intermediate Internet or equal.)  The student will explore 
the wonders of shopping on-line at E-Bay.  Learn how to 
buy and sell on E-Bay, using the bidding process, working 
on-line. 
 

Excel — Intermediate 
(PRE-REQ:  Beginning Excel, diskette use.)  Review 
basics; work with relative and absolute references, 
formulas and more formulas; conditional formatting; and 
multiple worksheets.  Bring two diskettes. 
 

Photoshop Elements — Beginning 
(PRE-REQ:  Beginning Windows, Works or Word; ability 
to use the mouse well.)  Gain a basic understanding of the 
capabilities of Photoshop Elements.  Learn how to 
manipulate photos, moving one into another; and how to 
publish pictures over the Internet.  Learn transferring and 
feathering; opacity; what resolutions to use; and, generally, 
how to use tools. 
 

Windows XP — Beginning 
(PRE-REQ:  Introduction to Computers.)  Very detailed, 
very basic.  Handouts will teach you how to get started in 
WinXP.  Learn to identify the various hardware 
components; be shown the difference between system 
software and application programs.  Learn to use the 
controls, menus, icons, and bars on various windows and 
the desktop. 
 

Works 
(PRE-REQ:  Beginning Windows 98 or XP.)  Works is a 
composite program that includes a word processor (Word), 
a spreadsheet (Excel), and a database.  The student will 
learn how to manipulate each program, use them for 
communication, enhance the appearance of their output, 
develop skills at making labels and form letters, and import 
clip-art and photographs.  

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
November 2004 

�
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COMPUTER CLUB 
214 SW 4th STREET 
GRANTS PASS, OR 97526 

RASCAL meetings are held in the Floral Building at the 
Fairgrounds in Grants Pass.  Weekly meetings are on Tuesdays, 
except holidays. The General Membership meets from 9:30 a.m. 
until 11:00 a.m.  Come ear ly for  coffee and chat with fr iends. 

We also invite you to visit our  website:  

www.r ascal .cc  

You will find up-to-date information about our  club, our  
members, classes, meetings, and links to other  websites.  Our 

website is hosted by Smartwire Internet.  
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  Seventh & ‘ L’  Streets, Grants Pass 
____________________________________________ 
 We reserve the right to edit and/or omit submissions. 

 Items received after the newsletter deadline may appear 
  in the next issue. 
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Let RASCAL know when you change 
your  e-mail address, your telephone 
number , or  your  residence address. 

Contact Shir ley Byrd at 
sndbyrd@uci.net 

Return Service Requested 

PLEASE NOTE:  Your join and membership renewal date no longer appears with your address on the newsletter. 

  You will be receiving reminders individually in e-mail and by phone as to when yearly dues are due. 

#  for time to be together, turkey, talk, and tangy weather. 
	  for harvest stored away, home, and hearth, and holiday. 

�  for autumn’s frosty art, and abundance in the heart, 
� � for neighbors, and November, nice things, 

new things to remember. 
3� for kitchen, kettles’  croon, kith and kin expected soon. 

& for sizzles, sights, and sounds, and 
something special that abounds. 

That spells # 	 � � 3& for joy in living and a 
jolly good 

Thanksgiving!  
 

~ by Aileen Fisher 

HAPPY 
THANKS GIVING 

Get your Chr istmas 
Par ty Tickets at a 
General Meeting, 

 November 2 — December 7 


